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WELCOME

My Open Letter to All Location Leaders, Fund Raisers and Volunteers:

First, let me thank you personally for your continued support and commitment in helping Wreaths
Across America to expand their mission to Remember the Fallen, Honor Those who Serve, and Teach
our Children the Cost of Freedom. Through each of your efforts in 2010, in excess of 160,000
volunteers placed over 219,000 wreaths on the final resting places of American soldiers, sailors, airmen,
Marines, Coast Guardsmen and their family members in 545 locations around the world, including such
historic locations as Normandy, Pearl Harbor, Bunker Hill and Valley Forge.

Each day, in cemeteries throughout this country, family members of our veterans and active duty
military members who have made the ultimate sacrifice for our freedom, listen to the sorrowful sound
of TAPS played as their loved ones caskets are lowered into the ground and American flags are folded
and presented in remembrance of their service and sacrifices.

Itis our commitment and that of Wreaths Across America to not only honor those currently being
buried, but also to remember those who have gone long before and who might not have family
members to visit their grave sites and thank them for their sacrifices.

I have been the location leader for Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, Virginia, since 2005. | have
had the opportunity to meet hundreds of some incredibly wonderful and inspiring volunteers who
willingly give their time and efforts to ensure that thousands of those buried at Arlington are not
forgotten and will continue to be remembered. Itis these volunteers, and those from all of your
locations, including the trucking companies; corporate sponsors; package handling companies; veterans
organizations; school and church groups; scout troops; law enforcement agencies, et. al, that serve as
the backbone of Wreaths Across America’s efforts.

Relying on the participation of volunteers is key to the success of Wreaths Across America. While we
encourage individual creativity and initiative, we must have established standards and guidelines to
insure that our mission to Remember, Honor and Teach is paramount. Therefore, please review and use
the attached Location Leader and Fundraising Group Reference and Quick Start guides as a basis for
your future work in promoting the mission of Wreaths Across America.

Thanks for all you do. We will never forget!

v

Chairman, Board of Directors
Wreaths Across America

Sincerely,



Forward

Wreaths Across America™ (WAA) is a 501 (c)(3) organization founded by the Worcester family in 2007 as
a result of interest in their Arlington Wreath Project. In 2008, 2009, 2010 and 2011 the United States
Congress unanimously decreed the second Saturday of December as Wreaths Across America Day.

WAA's mission, Remember, Honor and Teach, is carried out in part by placing wreaths on veterans’
graves and having simultaneous ceremonies during the holiday season at locations all over the country
and beyond. WAA ceremonies are held at over 750 locations in the USA and 24 offshore sites. There is
no charge to conduct or attend WAA ceremonies.

WAA could not carry out its ambitious day of remembering and honoring veterans without the help of
volunteers, location leaders, sponsors, fund raisers and the generous donations of trucking companies.
We extend a special thanks to all involved.

Our programs have expanded to include additional opportunities to educate our children and
communities, and thank and honor veterans throughout the year. We are governed by a board of
directors representing diverse interests and organizations from around the country.

Wreaths Across America™ is a trademarked name and a recognized 501(c) (3) corporation. To protect
our mission, our nonprofit status, and our name, all funds raised in association with WAA must be
processed through our headquarters, and all activities executed in association with WAA, including
fundraising, must be sanctioned through affiliation with our organization.

This booklet gives background on the organization, and provides information and tools for fundraising
groups and Location Leaders to help with your success.

Please read the WAA Policy Handbook to get started right away coordinating a ceremony and/or
wreath laying event, or raising funds to sponsor the wreaths that are placed to honor veterans.
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OUR STORY

“Freedom is never more than one generation away from extinction.

We didn’t pass it to our children in the bloodstream.

It must be fought for, protected, and handed on for them to do the same,

or one day we will spend our sunset years telling our children and our children’s children
what it was once like in the United States where men were free. “

Ronald Reagan - 40th United States President (1911 — 2004)

Morrill Worcester, owner of Worcester Wreath Company of Harrington, Maine, was a 12 year old
paper boy for the Bangor Daily News when he won a trip to Washington D.C. His first trip to our
nation’s capital was one he would never forget, and Arlington National Cemetery made an especially
indelible impression on him. This experience followed him throughout his life and successful career in
business, reminding him that his good fortune was due, in large part, to the values of this nation and
the Veterans who made the ultimate sacrifice for their country.

In 1992, Worcester Wreath found themselves with a surplus of wreaths nearing the end of the holiday
season. Remembering his boyhood experience at Arlington, Worcester realized he had an opportunity
to honor our county’s Veterans. With the help of Maine Senator Olympia Snowe, arrangements were
made for the wreaths to be placed at Arlington in one of the older sections of the cemetery, a section
which had been receiving fewer visitors with each passing year.

As plans were underway, a number of other individuals and organizations stepped up to help. James
Prout, owner of local trucking company Blue Bird Ranch, Inc., generously provided transportation all
the way to Virginia. Volunteers from the local American Legion and VFW Posts gathered with members
of the community to decorate each wreath with traditional red, hand-tied bows. Members of the
Maine State Society of Washington, D.C. helped to organize the wreath-laying, which included a special
ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

The annual tribute went on quietly for several years, until 2005, when a photo of the stones at
Arlington, adorned with wreaths and covered in snow, circulated around the internet. Suddenly, the
project received national attention. Thousands of requests poured in from all over the country from
people wanting to help with Arlington, to emulate the Arlington project at their National and State
cemeteries, or to simply share their stories and thank Morrill Worcester for honoring our nation’s
heroes.

Unable to donate thousands of wreaths to each state, Worcester began sending seven wreaths to
every state, one for each branch of the military, and for POW/MIAs.



In 2006, with the help of the Civil Air Patrol and other civic organizations, simultaneous wreath laying
ceremonies were held at over 150 locations around the country. The Patriot Guard Riders volunteered
as escort for the wreaths going to Arlington. This began the annual “Veterans Honor Parade” that
travels the east coast in early December.

The annual trip to Arlington and the groups of volunteers
eager to participate in Worcester’s simple wreath-laying event
grew each year until it became clear the desire to remember
and honor our country’s fallen heroes was bigger than
Arlington, and bigger than this one company.

In 2007, the Worcester family, along with veterans, and other
groups and individuals who had helped with their annual
Christmas wreath ceremony in Arlington, formed Wreaths
Across America, a non profit 501-c3 organization, to continue
and expand this effort, and support other groups around the
country who wanted to do the same. The mission of the group
is simple:

Remember. Honor. Teach.

In 2008 over 300 locations held wreath laying ceremonies in every state, Puerto Rico and 24 overseas
cemeteries. Over 100,000 wreaths were placed on veterans’ graves. Over 60,000 volunteers
participated, including members of national veterans organization and the American Gold Star
Mothers.

December 13, 2008 was unanimously voted by the US Congress as “Wreaths Across America Day”. .

In 2011, Wreaths Across America and our national network of volunteers laid 325,000 remembrance
wreaths at 750 locations in the United States and beyond. i — i
We were able to include ceremonies at the Pearl Harbor
Memorial, as well as Bunker Hill, Valley Forge and the sites
if the September 11 tragedies. We accomplished this with
help from 902 fundraising groups, corporate contributions,
and donations of trucking, shipping, and thousands of
helping hands.

The wreath laying is still held annually, on a Saturday of
every December. Our annual pilgrimage from Harrington,
Maine to Arlington National Cemetery has become known
as the world’s largest veteran’s parade, stopping at schools,
monuments, veteran’s homes and communities all along
the way to remind people how important it is to remember,
honor and teach.




Wreaths Across America also conducts several programs to honor our Veterans, including our popular “Thanks a
Million” campaign which distributes cards to people all over the country to give Veterans a simple “thank you”
for their service. We participate in Veterans’ events throughout the year, and have a Veteran liaison on staff to

work with local Veterans organizations.

WAA is committed to teaching younger generations about the value of their freedoms, and the
importance of honoring those who sacrificed so
much to protect those freedoms. We offer
learning tools, interactive media projects, and
opportunities for youth groups to participate in
our events. We also work to create
opportunities to connect “the Greatest
Generation” with the “Generation of Hope”.
The inspirational stories of our World War |l
Veterans must be passed on to the leaders of
the future.

Wreaths Across America would not be

successful without the help of volunteers, active
organizations and the generosity of the trucking industry. We thank them for working with us to
remember the men and women who served our country, honor our military and their families, and
teach our children about our freedom and those who protect it.



Our Programs

Remember.

Honor.

Teach.

Wreaths Across America and the Arlington Project. This year’s National Remembrance
Ceremony at Arlington will take place on Saturday, December 15, 2012. The parade of trucks,
friends, and escorts from Maine to Arlington begins Sunday, December 10, 2012.

Logistical support for wreath laying and other ceremonies at cemeteries and memorials in all 50
states and beyond.

Special memorials for Pearl Harbor, Bunker Hill, Charleston Naval Shipyard, and a wreath for
every victim of 9-11 in New York City, the Pentagon, and Shanksville.

HART Ceremony (Honoring Allies and Remembering Together) to honor veterans of our nation’s
allies in two ceremonies on international border crossing bridges between Calais, Maine and St.
Stephen, New Brunswick, and Detroit Michigan and Windsor Ontario.

Wreaths Across America State House Ceremonies in all 50 states.

Thanks A Million — A campaign we wage for Veteran Appreciation Month, we circulate thank
you cards to be presented by individuals all over the country to one million veterans to thank
them for their service. By July 2010, we had distributed 600,000 cards and reached our goal of
one million by December. By the end of December 2011, with the help of thousands of
individuals, nearly 2million cards have been placed in the hands of veterans and active duty
personnel.

Public outreach through Veteran’s Day and Memorial Day programs, public service
announcements, press coverage, and our web site.

A link on our web site helps create legacy books to tell the stories of veterans in your
community or family. Visit us on FaceBook to share stories.

We involve schools, 4H, scouts and other youth groups in all our efforts.

Downloadable curriculum and book to help school children appreciate the roles our veterans
played in preserving their freedoms. They are designed to encourage the direct involvement of
local veterans.

Children are encouraged to create multi-media legacy books using the link on our web site, to
tell the story of a family or community member’s service to their country.



Board of Trustees

Wayne Hanson, Chairman

Born in Concord, NH but moved to Maine in the third grade, so Maine is home. Graduated from Bangor HS and received a
BS in Education at the University of Maine Orono. After 7 years of ROTC during high school and college received 2nd Lt
Commission in the US Army, Military Police Corps. Served in the Army from 1967-1971 with assignments in Alaska, Viet
Nam and Alabama. Rose to rank of Captain before leaving service. Received two Bronze Stars for service and achievement
in Viet Nam.

After military duty was a criminal investigator with the Office of Inspector General, US Dept. of Agriculture in GA, NC, NY
and DC. Transferred after 10 years to be a criminal investigator in DC with the US Dept. of Labor, where he spent 20 years
until mandatory retirement in 2002. he began working with WAA through his involvement in the Maine State Society. Heis
married and has two grown children.

Sir Stanley Wojtusik, Vice Chair

Past National President of Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge, it was Sir Stanley's tireless efforts that paved the way for
Battle of the Bulge veterans to be honored. Just recently he spear-headed the efforts which led to the veteran’s monument
now erected at Arlington National Cemetery. The Arlington memorial is among at least a half-dozen that Wojtusik has
played a role in putting up since 1994, from Valley Forge to Cape Cod to coastal Virginia, the Army War College in Carlisle,
Pa., three in Massachusetts, as well as monuments at Fort Monroe, Va., and Fort Meade, Md. He has spent thousands of
hours promoting the recognition of American Veterans.

In a prestigious position for a foreigner, Sir Stanley was knighted with the Medal of Knight in the Order of Leopold by GUY
VERHOFSTADT, Prime Minister of Belgium. And in a second ceremony, Sir Stanley was conferred the Medal of Knight in the
Order of the Oak Crown, by HER EXCELLENCY OCTAVIE MODERT, Secretary of State for Culture of Luxembourg.

Lt. Col. Wayne Merritt

Served in the US Air Force during the Viet Nam war. Presently a Major with the Civil Air Patrol, Director of Maine Wing CAP
Emergency Services, Deputy Director of Cadets ME. 75th Squadron, and Co-Director and Board Member of Wreaths Across
America™. Father of six children.

John O'Leary

Born in Bangor, ME and raised in CT, John moved back to Maine in 1986.Currently living in Norway, ME with his wife of 18
years Rhoda(Bunny). he has two stepsons in the Air National Guard and one grandson. John served in the Air Force from
1971-1974. He worked as an electrician since moving back to Maine and in 2003 retired due to an injury. He is a member of
the Patriot Guard Riders since 2006 and is currently ride Captain for Oxford County. He is also the Patriot Guard Ride
Captain for the Wreaths Across America™ Escort to the Arlington project.

Joseph Tibbetts

A former Representative to Maine’s State Legislature , Joe Tibbetts was born in Columbia Falls, Maine. After high school he

entered the Army and later became a police officer for the Old Town police department. After his service with Old Town, he
became a Maine State Trooper. After retiring from the state police he ran successfully for the Sheriff’s office in Washington
County. Joe left the sheriff's office and was elected to the Maine Legislature. Joe resides in Columbia with his wife Sharon.

Edith T. Nowels

Edith is Editor and Publisher of The Ardennes Voice, the monthly publication of Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge. The
Monmouth County, NJ native is one of nine children born in the family farmhouse located in the town of New Monmouth.
Recipient of several typing awards affording the position of personal typist for Pulitzer Prize Author/Historian John Toland.
(Books in entirety, i.e., Battle, the Story of the Bulge; The Last 100 Days; But Not In Shame; Adolf Hitler; Dillinger...).
Secretary to Commanding Officer, US Army Hospital/Patterson Army Hospital, Fort Monmouth, NJ; Ghost Writer and
secretarial assistant to former National President, Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge Inc. and contributing partner,
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identified in the Official Congressional Record, written in to law by President George W. Bush, placement of the Veterans of
the Battle of the Bulge Memorial located in Arlington National Cemetery. Recipient of Legion of Honor Award, Chapel of
the Four Chaplains. Wife, mother, grandmother and proud sister of Congressional Medal of Honor Recipient Cpl Horace
Marvin “Bud” Thorne, 9th Armored CCB, KIA, 12/21/44 during WWII Battle of the Bulge in Belgium. Devotes every waking
hour as a voice for those silenced by war. Currently resides in Brielle, New Jersey.

Ron Sailor

Ron is a member of the Maine State American Legion. Born in Orono, Maine, he graduated George Stevens Academy in
Blue Hill, received B.S. in accounting from Husson College in 1968 and worked for Great Northern Paper Company and the
IRS before becoming full-time with the Maine Air National Guard in Bangor. He held many positions with the MeANG
including Comptroller, Master Navigator before retiring in 1995 as Chief of Staff for the Adjutant General in Augusta with
the rank of Colonel. He has served as the Department Adjutant for the American Legion in Maine since 1999, representing
26,000 legionnaires in 172 posts throughout the state. He’s been married since 1967, and has two children and five
grandchildren.

Pamela W. Slaven-Lee, DNP, FNP-C

Dr. Slaven-Lee received her undergraduate and Master's degrees from the University of Maine before going on to earn a
doctorate degree from Case Western Reserve University in Cleveland, Ohio. There she studied the impact of operational
deployment on military families. In addition to her clinical work, she served as an Assistant Professor at the Uniformed
Services University of the Health Sciences in Bethesda, Maryland. She currently lives in North Carolina where her husband,
Captain Ho Kyu Lee, is the Tactical Air Operations Center Detachment Commander, Marine Corps Air Station Cherry Point.

Sarah J. Worcester

Sarah received a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology (cum laude) from Husson College. And is currently working on
Masters degree of Science in Human Nutrition from the University of Bridgeport. She formerly owned and ran her own
lobster fishing boat and is currently lobster fishing part-time. She is happily married with two children. She volunteers at the
Women’s Health Resource Library in Milbridge, Maine.

Renee Saunders Worcester

Renee graduated from Ellsworth High School in 1999, attended the University of Maine at Farmington and Eastern Maine
Technical College and has an Associates Degree in Medical Transcription. Previously employed at Down East Community
Hospital and Arnold Memorial Medical Center, she is currently employed as the shipping manager at Worcester Wreath
Company. A former high school soccer coach, she is married and has two children.

Patrick Simmons

Senior Director of Logistics, Walmart Stores, Inc. Bentonville, Arkansas, Pat had almost 10 years of active federal service in
the US Army 1990-1999, 2 years in the South Carolina National Guard 2000-2001, serving in the Armor, Infantry and
Logistics Branches. He graduated Cum Laude in 1990 from Kent State University, Kent OH, and received the Distinguished
Military Graduate George C. Marshall Leadership Award. He was Commander of ROTC Battalion, Captain-Ranger Challenge
Team. He serves as Senior Director of Logistics for Walmart Stores, Inc., and is married with 2 children.

Mark E. Davis

Founder and CEO of Veterans & Family Memorial Care, he began VFMC in 2008 as a public relations and community
outreach company designed specifically for family and independently owned funeral homes. Prior to forming VFMC, he
opened and operated Horizon Funeral Home and Cremation Center in Ft. Myers, Florida. A licensed Funeral Director with
nearly 35 years experience, he graduated from the Miami-Dade College of Mortuary Science in 1978 and was honored to be
invited and attend an Executive MBA class on Entrepreneurial Business Valuation at the University of Pennsylvania's
Wharton School of Business.

Col. Daniel M. Leclair

A 21 year veteran of the US Air Force., Dan has been involved with Wreaths Across America since 2006. During 2008 he
served as Commander of the 77th Composite Squadron CAP located in Auburn/Lewiston Maine, and currently serves as the
Commander of the Maine Wing Civil Air Patrol. Awards include Defense Meritorious Service Medal with one bronze oak
leaf cluster, Joint Service Commendation Medal with one bronze oak leaf cluster, Air Force Commendation Medal, Joint
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Service Achievement Medal, Air Force Good Conduct Medal with one silver oak leaf cluster, among many others. He lives
in Maine with his wife of 34 years and two dogs.

James F. Farrell

General Transportation Manager Walmart Stores, Inc. Lewiston, Maine, Jim has been a Professional Logistician for the past
20 years. He graduated from the Caldor Executive Training Program in 1990, holds a Bachelor of Science degree in Business
Administration from Virginia Commonwealth University in Richmond, Virginia and attended the University at Buffalo,
Buffalo, NY. Awards include 2008 Transportation Office of the Year, Walmart Private Fleet Logistics Division, Walmart
Stores Inc., 1997 Outstanding Scholar Defense Logistics Agency, U.S. Department of Defense, Richmond, VA. He lettered
Varsity Football University at Buffalo, Buffalo, New York, is married with 3 children.

Advisory Board Members

Scott DeMasi, Location Leader for Houston National Cemetery, Houston Texas

Born April 19, 1968 in Houston, Texas, Scott spent his youth in Humble, a Northeast suburb of Houston, with 5 brothers and
sisters and his folks. He went to school at the University of North Texas and received his degree in Hotel and Restaurant
Management. He has spent his entire career in a variety of different restaurant or other food related careers, from running
his own restaurant, to working for the corporate side, and then to the supply chain side. He is currently Vice President for
Maher Marketing, a food broker covering the Texas markets. He and his wife Susan are celebrating their 15th anniversary
in 2011. They have two children, Katie and Alex. Alex was the catalyst for his involvement and reason for the growth of
WAA in the Houston area. Scott is proud of his family, grateful for his his life and honored to have the opportunity to give a
little back by through WAA.

Ruth Stonsifer, American Gold Star Mother

Ruth Stonesifer lives in southeastern Pennsylvania. Originally from Middletown, Delaware, Ruth received her Bachelor's of
Science in Home Economics from the University of Delaware.

She devoted 25 years of her life as a potter and then as a wearable art craftsman and served eight years as the Executive
Director of the PA Guild of Craftsmen. She is currently self-employed as a long-arm quilter, instructs quilting classes, and
runs a Quilts of Valor program making presentation quilts for the wounded soldiers at Walter Reed Medical Center.

Ruth's son, Kristofor, was deployed as an Army Ranger closely following the September 11 attacks on US soil. Specialist
Stonesifer was killed in action during Operation Enduring Freedom on 19 October 2001. Her loss compelled Ruth to become
dynamically involved with American Gold Star Mothers, Inc. She began her journey within the organization as a volunteer,
directing publication of the Gold Star Mothers newsletter and website www.goldstarmoms.com. She served as National
President 2009-2010. In the Dept of PA she is the Dept Treasurer and the North Penn Chapter President.

She began "PA Hometown Heroes" banners, commemorative PA license plates, and a campaign to have every state in the
union adopt some type of Gold Star Family awareness plate in the hopes it will raise public awareness and support for her
fellow Gold Star Mothers, as well as sustain their fundraising efforts that are used to assist veterans and military.

In addition to being a proud Gold Star Mother, Ruth is also a proud mother of retired Army Chief Warrant Officer Frederic
Stonesifer, and has three very active grandchildren.

Randy Kluj, American Legion, 14th District Commander

Randy is the American Legion Department of Maine’s 14th District Commander (2010-2011) and was an AH64 Apache
Attack Helicopter Pilot for the 1st Calvary-Food Hood, Texas

He was the American Legion Department’s 2nd Vice Commander (2007-2008); Past Commander of Post #41 for 3 years
(2004-2007); Chairman of the Troop Greeters Liaison Committee (2006-08); and a Milo Post #41 member. Previous service
includes the East Brunswick, N.J. Police Department; Detective Narcotics Unit; Patrolman; and Training Officer; U.S. Navy
1966-1970, Petty Officer 3rd Class-Crew Chief/Gunner UH-1 Huey, Vietnam June 67-June 68. His honors include Combat
Air Crew Wings, 28 Air Medals, and Presidential & Navy Unit Medals. He has been married 39 years to Janet; and they have
a son, Randall S Kluj, age 29.
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Kevin Haley-
My wife is Miriam and we have two children -- daughter Emily (12years old) and son William (8 years old). We live in

Portland, Maine. | had two brothers in the United States Air Force William Patrick Haley E-9 SMSGT (Deceased buried at
Arlington) and Patrick James Haley Retired E-6...My other brother is Dr Timothy Haley who is an Emergency Physician.

| have dedicated my life to serving others (learned from morals taught by my Mom and Dad and my education at
Cheverus) through service as a Police Officer with the City of Portland, for the last 14 years and as an athletic coach for the
Cheverus Swimming & Diving team for the past 24 years. | am a Cheverus Alumni Board member, | am the liaison for the
Muscular Dystrophy Association's Portland Lock-Up event, and as the primary volunteer organizer for Wreaths Across
America @ Cheverus Stop an annual event honoring our fallen heroes buried at Arlington National Cemetery.

Within the Portland Police Department, | have served as an F.T.O. (field training officer) for new recruits, a hostage
negotiator, a member of the Police Department’s Honor Guard, and a member for the Department’s Peer Support team.

| learned about Wreaths Across America about 7 years ago. Since learning about it, it became automatic to me to volunteer
each year in Arlington.

| have taken down numerous Portland Police Officers, Portland Firefighters and other Maine Law Enforcement agencies to
Arlington each year to volunteer to lay the wreaths for the past 7 years.

Last year while Coaching at Cheverus we decided to bring my Swimming/Diving team and their families down to Arlington
as well. Following the Wreaths Across Americas mission “To Teach” was very important to me. We brought Chevrus
Swimming/Diving team down and were able to teach them at Arlington about the Ultimate sacrifice.

With the great help and assistance from Lt. Janine Roberts (Portland Police) and John/Bunny O’Leary we were able to have
Chevrus as a stop on the convoy to Arlington. It has been a huge impact on our School and our community!

My wife and kids are now involved as well. They came down with me last year to see my brother Williams grave site, and
volunteered to lay the wreaths as well.

Michael Calenda-Retired Police Officer - Johnston Police Dept.

Teacher: Teaching Certification Special Education/ ALP Alternative Learning Progrm Behavior Specialist
Teacher: History / Social Studies certified secondary and middle

Presently teaching 8th grade social studies at Ponaganset Middle school

Wreaths Across America program director

Married: wife Marie Calenda 24years

Daughter: Marianna age 17

Davi d “ MeHBDUCATRON:®SS URiVArsity of Toledo; Bachelors of Arts Business Administrations. 1982-
Monmouth University; Masters of Arts Business Administration.

EMPLOYMENTMar-Jel Remodeling Inc; President and CEO; 1987 to Present. Toms River Board of Education Assistant
Board Secretary for Accounting; 1970 to 1986

United States Army; 2nd Lieutenant, 6" ACR, Fort Meade, MD (1968 to 1970)

ORGANIZATIONBurand Masonic Lodge No 179; Point Pleasant, NJ Current Senior Warden. Point Pleasant Garden Club
Point Pleasant, NJ. President 2009 to Present. Master Gardeners of Ocean County, Toms River, NJ. Class of 2003 to

present; Class Mentor and Member of Speakers Bureau. Wreaths Across America Columbia Falls, Maine Location Leader .
17" Masonic District Association; Secretary/Treasurer 2010 to Present

Executive Director

Karen Worcester
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Immediately upon the creation of Wreaths Across America™ (501-C3 status) in 2007, Karen Dow Worcester was chosen for
the position of Executive Director by the Board of Directors. With over 35 years experience in the administrative
stewardship of the various Worcester family enterprises, Karen is well known as a passionate champion and spokesperson.
As a co-founder of Wreaths Across America, Karen tenaciously works on ways the organization can best Remember the
fallen; Honor those who serve; and Teach our children that our freedoms are purchased at a great cost.

Equally passionate about her family, Karen is mother to six children and five grand children. Her favorite hobby is

participating in and preparing for equestrian events, where two of her daughters have competed at the State and Regional
Championship level.
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Frequently Asked Questions

Why do we use live wreaths to decorate graves?

Wreaths Across America™ feels strongly that we do not "decorate" graves. We are honoring all veterans and
active military by placing wreaths on the headstones of veterans. The fresh evergreens are a symbol used for
centuries to recognize honor, and a living tribute renewed annually. To use plastic wreaths that are put in
storage each year is exactly the kind of tradition we want to avoid - it makes for great photos but misses the
point. People who spend time participating each year, raising sponsorships and talking about how important
this symbolic gesture is, keeps our mission strong. We want people to see the tradition as a living memorial to
veterans and their families - whom we remember amid the hustle and bustle of the holiday season. We believe
that the sacrifices made are more than worth the effort.

Do you accept grave specific requests?

We do not accept grave specific requests through the Wreaths Across America™ office. If you are really
interested in a grave specific request, we can put you in touch with the Location Leader so that you can make
your request.

How can | get a wreath for my loved one who is not buried in a participating cemetery?

Wreaths Across America™ is offers wreaths delivered to homes as third party gifts or ordered to be sent to your
own home. We are also working on a program for wreaths to be delivered to living veterans in the community.
Please watch the website merchandise pages and you will see that information when it comes up. From time to
time WAA has special offers like the Memorial Wreath as well, so it is best to check the merchandise page often.
How do I get involved with WAA, what activities can | do to help?

There are a number of ways for volunteers to get involved. Here is a short list of events coordinated each year.
Please keep in mind there is NO COST to attend or participate in a Wreaths Across America™ event.

Wreaths Across America™ Day - Second Saturday of December

Escort of Wreaths to Arlington (or any of the other locations featuring wreath escorts)
State House Ceremony - in all 50 states and at our Nation's Capital

'Thanks-A-Million' handout card program to thank our veterans and active military
WAA Education Program

More details on these events are included in this Handbook.

Why do we spend money on the fallen when living veterans have so many needs?

This is a good question and we know when we are asked that people's hearts are in the right place to reach out
to our veterans in their time of need.

We have found throughout experience over the years, that the wreath-laying tradition is NOT only for the fallen
and those who have passed on, but for living veterans, our active military, and for their families - all of whom
have sacrificed to provide for our freedoms. If you ask a Gold Star Mother about the loss of her son or daughter,
their biggest fear is their memory will be forgotten. That is why we believe it is so important to take the time
amid the hustle and bustle of the holidays, to stop and remember our blessings that have come at such a great
cost.

We recognize that there are a lot of needs out there, and one of those needs is that we stop and take the time in
a symbolic way to show our appreciation to those families for our freedoms. There is a famous quote that says
"One is never truly dead until they are forgotten." And we have made it our mission to Remember, Honor, and
Teach those memories.

Are sponsorships tax deductible?
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Yes, contributions made to WAA and sponsorships are tax deductible to the fullest extent allowable. You should
always consult a tax professional.

What service does Wreaths Across America offer my Location besides wreaths?

Wreaths Across America™ maintains a Headquarters that facilitates and coordinates all wreath sponsorships and
their delivery. We maintain a web site that handles on-line sponsorships that are credited to the appropriate
fundraising group, and sent to the designated location.

Wreaths Across America™ is trademarked, nationally recognized name. We offer local groups the ability to raise
funds as part of a national effort, making it easier to generate funds for sponsorships, and offering the option of
sharing in the funds raised.

Ceremonial wreaths are donated by Worcester Wreath Company. Sponsored memorial wreaths are guaranteed
for quality and delivery.

All sanctioned Wreaths Across America™ events are insured for general liability through Wreaths Across
America™.

All educational materials and other downloads are made available at no cost.

In event of a special ceremony or funeral Wreaths Across America™ accepts requests for donated wreaths.

Can our group raise funds and buy wreaths locally using the Wreaths Across America™name?

Wreaths Across America™ is a trademarked name. In order to protect our mission, our tax exempt status, and
our trademark, all activities planned and funds raised using our name must be processed through our
headquarters. If you have questions please contact the WAA office.

Battery Park 2009 Wreaths Across America™ tribute to the victims of 9/11
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TOOLS FOR LOCATION LEADERS

Sample Wreaths Across AmericaE Cer emc
*The following is a sample ceremony; we offer this at the request of our location leaders. You may

work a program to suit your location. Deviations must abide by the mission and principles of Wreaths
Across Ameri caE. -pditita gnd mn-distrimipatoryn o n

Opening at 12:00 noon Eastern Standard Time (Sharp).

Ladies and Gentlemen please join with me in a minute of silence to remember the fallen, the prisoners
of war , the missing in action and honor those who h
armed services.

(One full Minute of silence to be observed) Timed!
Color Guard:
Ladies and Gentlemen, please stand while we post the colors.

ACol or Guard, UerdHornohGuards aré prasent.and participating, they too will come
forward and place themselves on both sides of the memorial to be decorated). Leaders will set this up
in advance.

Opening Remarks:

We are gathered here today at this memorial site and memorial sites all across America to remember
that we are one nation with one flag. We are all proud to be Americans that live in a free society made
up of many people, many races, from many walks of life. The freedoms we enjoy today have not come
without a price. Lying here before us and in cemeteries throughout this nation are men and women who
gave their lives so that we can live in freedom and without fear. We can worship as we see fit. We can
raise our children to believe as we do. We can travel from one end of this great nation to the other and
not have to ask permission to go. We are free to vote for whomever we feel should be in government
office and we answer to no one but our own feelings. We have the right to succeed and we have the
right to fail at whatever endeavor we wish to pursue. The United States of America was founded on the
ideals of Freedom, Justice and Equality. Our Nation stands as a shining beacon of liberty and freedom
to the world. We thank those who gave their lives to keep us free and we shall not forget you. We shall
remember. (Short Pause)

Today, many of you here are Veterans of wars and conflicts that America has had to fight to protect the

innocent and oppressed. America has always been the first nation to stand up for the freedom of

people from around the world. Many of you here today have answered that call and served your country

welLWe are here today to say AThank youo and we are
women serving today in all branches of the military, here at home and in places far away that most of

us have never heard of. These men and women are part of the best-trained, best-equipped force in the

world. We honor them and their families for the sacrifices they make each day to keep our country safe

from terrorism, hatred and injustice that plague the world community. When you see a Veteran or an

active duty memb e r of the armed services, take a moment t o
life, and a moment of your time is well spent.
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Quotingour40™"Uni t ed States President Ronald Reagan. Quot

generation away from extinction. We didndét pass it to our children
for, protected, and handed on for them to do the same, or one day we will spend our sunset years
telling our children and our chil dr eStabeswherbrmendr en wh

were free. o End Quot e.

Today we show a united front of national unity all across the United States of America as we
Remember the Fallen, Honor those who serve and Teach our children the value of freedom.

Wreath Laying: Color Guard and if present Honor Guard will present arms at the laying of each
wreath.
Now (Personbés Name) wil/l l ay a holiday wreath i n me

United States Army.

Now (Personbés Name) wil/|l | ay a hserved dnd gre servirganthe i n me
United States Navy.

Now (Personbés Name) wil/|l l ay a holiday wreath i n me
United States Marine Corps.

Now (Personds Name) will/l l ay a hol i dagesewirgganthe i n me
United States Air force.

Now (Personds Name) will/l |l ay a holiday wreath in me
United States Coast Guard.

Now (Personds Name) will/l | ay a holiday wwmanthe i n me
United States Merchant Marines.

Now (Personds Name) will/l |l ay a holiday wreath in ho
all branches of the service who last know status was either Prisoners of War or Missing in Action.
These individuals have never returned to their families and homes. We shall not forget you.

Note: If at all possible, an active duty service person should lay the wreath of the armed
services they represent. After the last wreath is laid the Color Guard and Honor Guard will Order
Arms.

Closing Remarks:

The wreaths before you represent our commitment as a United America to remember the fallen. We
also want these holiday wreaths to symbolize our honor to those who have served and are serving in
the armed forces of our great nation and to their families who endure sacrifices everyday on our behalf.
To our children, we want you to understand the freedoms you enjoy today have not been free but have
come with a cost that someday, you may have to pay yourself. As a nation standing together, we can
defeat terrorism, hatred and injustice. Thanks to our Veterans, we have the freedom to do just that.

(At All Cemeteries or Memorials where Names are listed.)

We could quote for you the statistics of individuals buried around the country but all you would have is a
bunch of numbers. We instead, ask you to take a moment and visit a gravesite. Write down the
information on the person placed there and when you return home, research their name on the Internet
and find out all you can about this person. You will find they were real Americans with families, mothers
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and fathers, sons and daughters, brothers and sisters, aunts and uncles. They were and are more than
just a statistic. Thank you.

This is where the scripted ceremony ends and the Leader or other designated person turns it
over to the Veterans Groups.

Tips:
Where there are high-ranking officials present (Governor, State Elected Officials, etc) and who wish to
make a statement (short) this is a good time to let them speak

Veteran s 6 Gr lbeadprs, make sure you accommodate all groups that want to participate in the
ceremony after the scripted ceremony. Try to lead them to keep it short and to the point.

Ending: At the conclusion, where possible, Have TAPS Played. Retire the Colors and thank everyone
for coming.

Local Leaders: As Leaders, you are in charge of everything else that takes place at this memorial
event. How your Color Guard is placed and/or Honor Guard is placed is entirely up to you. Memorials
throughout the country are all different and we cannot script nor do we want to script the entire
ceremony. You are capable and a better judge of your command than we are. We will support you with
ideas, if asked to provide them, to you or your other leaders in your group. Have fun with this project.

Additional Ideas: Before the beginning of the ceremony some groups have the participants recite the
Pledge of Allegiance and play the National Anthem. This is your choice to do if desired.
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Sample Press Release

[insert location name] i Wreaths Across AmericaE event to honor veterans coming to
[insert town and state] on December 11, 2010.

The [insert your group name] has volunteered to conduct the WAA ceremony this year at the [insert name of
cemetery] on Saturday December , stating at (12:00 Noon EST insert local time). Seven ceremonial
wreaths will be placed to remember those who served, honor their sacrifices, and teach our younger
generations about the high cost of our freedoms.

Specially designated wreaths for the Army, Marines, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, Merchant Marine, and
POW/MIA will be placed on memorials during a ceremony that will be coordinated simultaneously at over 400
participating locations all across the Country.

The second Saturday in December will mark the 19th anniversary of Maine wreaths being donated to be placed
on headstones at Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, VA. 2009 is also the fifth year of the national wreath
sponsorship campaign under the guidance of the non-profit WreathsAcrossAmerica.org that will bring the same
remembrance wreaths to National and State Veterans cemeteries, monuments, and community centers all
across the Nation.

In addition to these ceremonial wreaths, a number of civic groups around the Country have joined with Wreaths
Across America™ to promote sponsored wreaths to be placed on veterans’ graves in designated sections of
participating cemeteries. Each year the sections are rotated to eventually include all veterans.

In 2011 it is projected more than 160,000 volunteers will take part of the Wreaths Across America™ mission to
Remember; Honor; and Teach. In 2008 and 2009 The United States Congress unanimously decreed the second
Saturday of December as National Wreaths Across America™ Day.

If you would like to sponsor a wreath, or would like more information about events planned for your
community, please call (insert leaders name) at (insert leaders phone number) for more information.

For more information visit www.WreathsAcrossAmerica.org

(Insert Your Contact information)
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LOCATI ON FAQ' S

Who should I invite to a ceremony?

As Location Leader it is important to involve as many people in your community as possible. You should get in
touch with local veterans organizations and seek suggestions. There are some organizations that include fly
overs, processions with Patriot Guard Riders, color guards, etc. Please reach out to schools and other
organizations in your community. You can make the ceremony as large as you wish. All we ask is that your
ceremony be open to everyone and remain non-political.

Why are the ceremonies held at 12 noon EST?

The reason the ceremonies are held at this time is to coincide with the laying of the wreaths at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldiers at Arlington National Cemetery. This tradition dates back to 1992. The placement of the
sponsorship wreaths can either take place prior to or following the ceremony, but the laying of the ceremonial
wreaths takes place at 12 noon EST to coincide with the ceremony at Arlington. One thing that makes the
Wreaths Across America ceremony special is that we have roughly 750 ceremonies taking place nationally and
overseas that hold a moment of silence all at the same time. Bringing everyone together during one of the
busiest times of year to take that moment of silence to appreciate the freedoms we enjoy is one of the things
that make this a very unique and powerful program.

Are the ceremonies limited to National and State cemeteries or can | sign up my local cemetery for
participation?

Wreaths Across America™ ceremonies can be held anywhere you would like to have a display of wreaths to
honor veterans. We have participating monuments, parks, national and state cemeteries, community
cemeteries and schools. Worcester Wreath Company provides the 7 ceremonial wreaths for those who are
having ceremonies. We will work with any community to honor their community’s veterans in whatever way
they see fit and we are open to new ideas. 2009 was the first year we held a ceremony at sea.

What are the “Cerembnhiaw rbreetratches t hey cost ?
Ceremonial wreaths are donated to anyone who registers to host a ceremony and are donated by the Worcester
Wreath Company in Harrington ME. The ceremonial wreaths represent each branch of the military service
including the POW/MIA. Each wreath is decorated with a red bow, an American Flag and a service flag to
represent a branch of service (one wreath per branch).

Is there a prewritten ceremony or guideline?

Wreaths Across America™ has included a sample ceremony in this handbook. This is simply a guideline and we
ask that you make it fit your location for your ceremony. We only require that your ceremony remain open to
all, and non-political and non-denominational.

What if | want to give an award to someone in my community in recognition of their help with the WAA
project?

If you contact the WAA office we will be happy to help you recognize those who have made a special effort with
your local project. Please share your stories with us.
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TOOLS FOR FUNDRAISING GROUPS

Wreaths Across America™

Fundraising Checklist
*These are only suggestions to help with reaching your fundraising goals.

Please check V as you complete

Register as a fundraising group online.

Download Sponsorship forms from the welcome email you receive after registering. Remember
to fill in your group number and designated location to get credit for your sponsorships!
Schedule a Meeting with your group/club/organization to explain the program and set a goal
for the group and individuals. For example:
0 Instruct each of your members to make list of family & friends for single (1 wreath) and
family sponsorships (4 wreaths).
0 Research a list of local businesses (banks, stores, contractors, restaurants, funeral
homes, insurance and real estate agencies, etc).
0 Divide up the list and assign group members several businesses each.
0 List larger businesses and major corporations for 25+ wreath sponsorships. Identify
select members and group leadership to approach the top prospects.

Set a start date and schedule a progress meeting to check in with everyone. Giving a group
deadline for completion also creates a sense of urgency and action. We recommend 30 day
fundraising period at a time, however fundraising is encouraged all Y&

Submit total funds and tally sheet. Within 10 business days, a check for the fundraising portion

will be remitted. For example:
e 20 group members x 20 sponsorships each = 400 sponsorships
e 400 sponsorships x $5 per sponsorship = $2000.00
e Think of allyour group could do with an extra $2000.00!

Invite all your members (and sponsors!) to participate in the annual wreath-laying event in your area
on December 15, 2012.
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WAA Fundraising Ideas

S Every Dollar Counts S

Here are some great fundraising ideas that some of our groups have used in recent seasons. As people
see the rows of wreaths upon headstones, most of the fundraising work is about sharing what a
profound experience it is for volunteers to be involved.

Every wreath counts — we have had a number of groups find great success with setting up a sponsorship
table at local Wal-Mart, Kroger’s, or other high traffic stores. Local festivals and events also provide an
opportunity to inform the public about our mission, and share wreath sponsorship information

We provide acknowledgement cards and an attractive display for this purpose.

Every dollar counts — not everyone will be in a position to do a full wreath sponsorship. But if you use a
donation bucket or even a combat boot to collect dollars and change as people come and go in high
traffic areas.

Every penny counts — we have had several classrooms that conducted penny drives to place wreaths for
veterans in their own community. One classroom in Ohio raised funds for over 300 wreaths alone. The
more people who are involved — even in the smallest ways-- helps achieve our mission.

What A Difference A Day Makes- We are seeking groups and individuals who would like to
participate in our 2011 campaign to cover Arling
Di fference A Day Makeso in combination with our

Helping is as easyas 1 ¢ 2 ¢ 3:

1) Contact Wreaths Across America for more information and or to sign up as a “What A Difference A
Day Makes” participant: visit our website and click on the “Happening Now” section on our home
page; call at 877-385-9507 ___ or email . You will be provided
with a “kit” to get you started once you have registered.

2) Hand out the FREE Military Thank You Cards to veterans and active duty personnel during your
“What A Difference A Day Makes” scheduled event (and all year long, seize the moment to show
your appreciation by simply saying “Thank You”.)

3) Collect donations at your scheduled event and turn them in to Wreaths Across America to help
sponsor wreaths for Arlington National Cemetery or one of your states participating locations.
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This is only a suggestion to help you reach your fundraising goal

Goals To Reach for a Successful Sponsorship Campaign

Sub Total
Goal of
Targeted # of Other Things to Sponsorships
Sponsorships | Appropriate Show from this
Targeted Group per Business | Time to Visit Best Approach Businesses Goal to Meet group
WAA website,
earlier the (point out to
In your local area, better (they show DVD, make them that your
Large Businesses have to figure | presentation with | Group/Squadron
with 100+ it into their whole receives $5 per
employees 50+ budgets) Group/Squadron sponsorship) 4 businesses 200
groups of 3-4
members (in
uniform where
applicable) (2
youth & 2 adults
anytime (all for groups dealing WAA website,
year) with children (point out to
In your local area, Memorial fundraising), them that your
Small Businesses Day, July 4th, show DVD, Group/Squadron
with 100 Veterans Day, photos and receives $5 per 10to 20
employees or less 10to 20 etc. printed material sponsorship) businesses 200
anytime (all WAA website,
year) (point out to
Memorial groups of 2-3 them that your
Individuals and Day, July 4th, members (in Group/Squadron 100
Families in your Veterans Day, uniform where receives $5 per individuals
area 1to4 etc. applicable) sponsorship) and families 200
anytime (all WAA website,
year) (point out to
Memorial them that your 1 from each
Family Members Day, July 4th, each member Group/Squadron squadron
of your Veterans Day, goes to his/her receives $5 per members
Group/Squadron 1to2 etc. own family sponsorship) family 25
Note: Local area Which earns
means the area Packet your
your includes: Group/Squadron
Group/Squadron DVD, photos $3125.00 (S5 Total
draws from and literature per sponsorship) | Sponsorships: 625
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SPECIAL DAYS FOR VETERANS

February 1- Freedom Day
April 23- Army Reserves Birthday

MAY IS NATIONAL MILITARY
APPRECIATION MONTH!
May 1- Silver Star Day in Indiana and
New Mexico
May 1- Loyalty Day

May 9- WWII V-E Day

Second Friday in May- Military Spouses
Day
May 15- Peace Officers Memory Day

Third Friday in May- Defense
Transportation Day

Third Saturday in May- Armed Forces
Day

Last Monday in May- Memorial Day

June 14- Flag Day

Recognition Day

Last Sunday in September- Gold Star
Mother’s Day

October 13- U.S. Navy Birthday

November is National Military Family
Month
November 10- USMC Birthday

November 11- Veteran’s Day
December 17- Pearl Harbor Day

December 3- U.S. National Guard
Birthday

The week including June 14- National Flag Week
June 14- U.S. Army Birthday
June 14 thru July 4- Honor America Days

July 4- Independence Day

August 4- U.S. Coast Guard Birthday
August 14- WWII V-J Day

September 11- Patriot Day
September 17-23- Constitution Week
September 17- Constitution Day
September 18- U.S. Air Force Birthday

Third Friday in September- POW/MIA

Last Sunday in September- Gold Star
Mothers Day

We suggest that some of these special days are
great opportunities to launch fundraising or
educational events.
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PRODUCTS TO HELP WITH FUND RAISING AND EDUCATIONAL EFFORTS

Wr eat hs Across America™ card d
with your fund raising efforts.. These displays can be set up

at stores, local markets and booths where you are

conducting fundraising. The cards are provided for each $15

wreath sponsorship. The insid
wi || be placed in your honor o
conjunct i on with National Wreaths

year .
given as a gift.

These cards can be kep

Lapel Pins are available and can be purchased either on the
website or by calling the office. These pins are great
fundraising tools, give them out as a thank you for donations
and sponsorships.

Show Your Support wit h ainchgateh.ddxth
displays the Remember; Honor; and Teach mission. This is a great
keepsake for those taking part in wreath-laying ceremonies. Patches
can be purchased on the website or by calling the WAA office.

Keep track of WAA participation with a rocker patch with the year of
participation to complement an existing Wreaths Across America
patch. This 2" patch fits nicel
AN patches are available and can be purchased online or by calling the

WAA office.

Use one of our videos if you have a presentation to give to a
group, or have another venue in which to play the video. It tells
the story of Wreaths Across America, and is a good informational
prelude to any fund raising event or gathering.

~ 26 ~



FUNDRAI SI NG FAQ’' S

Do you accept grave specific requests?

We do not accept grave specific requests through the Wreaths Across America™ office. If you are really
interested in a grave specific request, we can put you in touch with the Location Leader so that you can
make your request.

When should | send in my sponsorship money?

Sponsorship money should be sent in at least every two weeks throughout the year. It is important that
you begin your fundraising early in the year. Some of our groups start their fundraising right on the heels
of the ceremony and they do a really good job throughout the months of December and January
gathering those funds while it is still fresh in everyone’s minds

When will my group get our fundraising portion back?

Wreaths Across America™ tries to process all funds within a 2 week period. In order to do this and stay
current, we need you to send your funds weekly. This makes it easier for us to regularly process funds
through our office.

When is the cutoff date for turning in sponsorships?

The cutoff date is the Monday following Thanksgiving each year. If your group has special circumstances
we ask that you communicate regularly with the WAA office. If you are sending your money in every
two weeks it will make it easier to keep track of your funds.

Where can | get a sponsorship form?

Once you become a fundraising group you will receive a welcome email containing your new group ID
number along with attachments of digital fundraising forms you can print for distribution. Forms can
also be downloaded from the website.

The Cemetery that | want t o spowansttorseetheyget i st ed as
sponsored memorial wreaths as well. What do | do?

Please contact the office and we will help you work with the location leader to get wreaths placed at
your chosen location.
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We hope you will participate in the entire Wreaths Across America experience,
which includes having a State House ceremony in your state, and reaching out to
local schools with an educational program, as well as the ceremonies at your
local cemeteries. Wreaths Across America provides support for these efforts,
and sponsors other special events and programs. This program provides more
detail for Location leaders, fund raising groups, and others.

Wreaths Across America Educational Program

We are continuously developing and improving products to help teachers, community
groups, Location Leaders and others

Our Education Program includes the following:

1. A downloadable curriculum is available on the WAA web site, geared for middle
school with adaptations for younger and older students. The focus is teaching children
the value of freedom and emphasizes the involvement of veterans in the classroom.
We also will have a downloadable color book based on the WAA project and story line.

2. We are developing a program that will use technology to allow students in the
classroom to see and chat live with deployed military personal.

3. We provide an outline and web space for students to interview living veterans and

the families of deceased veterans t@uenxhare th
goal is to compil e nLegac yrheBeoswresabe the stariese ac h c o
of America. Theyareour hi story, interpreted by seeing A
the eyes of a childo

If you would like more information about this program or would like to help support one
of these projects, please contact info@wreathsacrosmaerica.org or call 877-385-9504.
Please see the following page for other opportunities to involve your local schools.

~ 28 ~



P wnNe

HOW CAN MY SCHOOL GET INVOLVED?

Here are some ideas shared by teachers, and others, for how schools can promote our
educational goals.

Gathering and/or researching names of local veterans buried in community cemeteries.
Hosting a fund raiser to sponsor wreaths

Place wreaths in a local participating cemetery as a school project.

If you are not close to a participating cemetery, your school can get involved by registering as a
special location, and receiving sponsored wreaths that your students can place on Veterans’
graves in a local cemetery.

Find and attend a Wreaths Across America™ event.

*You do not need to be a part of the sponsorship program to participate/attend a Wreaths
Across America event.
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Edgewood Elementary display of the flag made fromcut-out s o f litle hahdd.r e n 6 s
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OTHER SPECIAL EVENTS AND CEREMONIES

THANKS A MILLION CAMPAIGN
In May of 2010, in honor of National Military Appreciation Month, Wreaths Across America™ set a goal
of personally thanking 500,000 veterans, active duty service members and their families. We called on
the Civil Air Patrol along with our many other active civic groups and volunteers to help distribute
“Veteran Appreciation Thank-you Cards”. The idea was to encourage people to give a thank-you card to
military personnel, veterans or their families. In a very short time over 400,000 cards were distributed.

The reaction was so great, we have established. our THANKS A MILLION Campaign. The Card
campaign has encouraged the simple yet powerful act of simply saying “thank you” to a veteran. These
cards can be ordered from our web site and are FREE.

To show you an example of how powerful this can be, we received the following note, which we have
reprinted courtesy of Michael Pellerin of the CAP Maine Wing:

S re— Regarding presenting a veteran with one of our Wreaths Across
ron lANK You - AMSNA OF x OF NR& L g2df R A1

Wopeosi m - experienced today with you. | went to the Winslow McDonald's tl

morning for a bite to eat. There sat this older gentleman that | he

seen there many times before. He sits at a particular table, lglesar
all by himself, and always follows a particular regimen as to wha
he orders and how much he orders. He is very quiet but a very v
spoken gentleman with a resemblance to the actor Walter Brimle
He very proudly wears\dietnam Veterartap presergd to him
years ago by the local VFW. It has an assortment of well earned
ribbons on it including the National Service, Distinguished Servic
Purple Heartand a few other awards.

| approached him and said excuse me sir, | am witlCikig Air Patrohowever | am not in uniform today but rather

in my gardening clothes. He chuckled and said hi. | preséintedith a card and thanked him for his service to our
country. He beamed with pride and thanked me. As | left he read the card a tear running down his cheek, kissed the
card, and carefully put it in his pocket. | truly believe | made his day. That'stughall about, right. It brought a

tear to my eyes as well."

It is not the card or the wreath that matters as much as the symbolic gesture of letting our veterans (and

their families) know that: We honor your service, we remember your sacrifice, and we will teach others
to never forget.
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Wreaths Across America™

State House Ceremonies

Each year since 2007, location leaders and volunteers have also participated in wreath-laying
ceremonies conducted on the Monday before Wreaths Across America™ day, at State Capitols in all 50
states and in Washington, D.C. The State House ceremonies promote a week-long celebration of
America’s veterans and their service to our Country, with a particular focus on family during the
holidays.

At locations nationwide, Civil Air Patrol, veterans groups, funeral service practitioners and others who
embrace the Wreaths Across America™ mission to, “Remember, Honor and Teach,” will, in fact
remember and honor our veterans during the holiday season, the traditional time of family get-
togethers and gratitude.

Volunteers partner to conduct the WAA State House Ceremony each year where ceremonies begin at
11:30 A.M., with the actual Wreath Laying Ceremony taking place at 12:00 Noon EST. Dignitaries and
special guests are invited to speak in honor of our veterans and active military. The wreath-laying
ceremonies are non political and non-denominational and that all groups are invited to attend.

For more information about your State House Ceremony, call the WAA Office.
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World’s Largest Veterans’ Parade

In 2006 when the internet stories fueled attention for the WAA project, Morrill Worcester was contacted
by the Patriot Guard Riders who generously offered their help with the project. It was decided that
instead of a quick trip to Arlington, the PGR would escort the Wreath trucks down the East Coast and take
several days to make the trip. This would allow stops at schools, monuments, veteran’s homes and
communities, and give the group an opportunity to promote their mission: Remember-Honor and Teach.
This “parade” of truckers, supporters, and well-wishers has become an annual event and teaching
opportunity for WAA, and a valued part of the Arlington Project.

The State of Maine assigns 2 State Troopers and Patrol Cars to join the escort all the way to Arlington.
Each community that we travel through turns out with emergency vehicles that join us as we go through
their vicinity. The amount of support shown for the heroes we journey to honor is truly inspiring.

It has become an important and powerful annual experience, and many towns request to become “stops”
along the parade each year. The caravan has grown to include veterans. Patriot Guard Riders, other
motorcycle groups, Civil Air Patrol Members and veterans all making the pilgrimage to Arlington.

In 2009 the “Parade” was honored to be joined by a group of American Gold Star Mothers and a Dad who
raised awareness of our important work by sharing their stories.

The convoy is now emulated all over the country as communities usher wreaths to their ceremonies.

We post our Arlington Project schedule on our web site, and you can track the parade’s status live on
Facebook.

We are only able to include a few parade stops during the trip to Arlington. We require that events at the
stops abide by our Public Relations Policy (See Policy Handbook), have no political agenda, and conduct
programs that are consistent with our mission and values. Any use of the WAA name without permission
is prohibited.
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WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA™

HART CEREMONY (HONORING ALLIES AND REMEMBERING TOGETHER)
HELD ON THE FIRST SATURDAY OF DECEMBER

The HART (Honoring Allies and Remembering Together) Ceremony was organized to recognize the service of
all veterans, including young men and women from Canada who are serving or served in the U.S. Military.

Members of several national organizations gather on the Ferry Point Bridge between Calais, ME and St.
Stephen, NB, and the Ambassador Bridge between Detroit Michigan and Windsor Ontario, to place wreaths
in honor of the service and sacrifice of veterans between the allied nations.

The wreath-laying ceremony is sponsored by Wreaths Across America™ with a mission to Remember, Honor
and Teach about the sacrifice of our veterans and their families. The U.S. based organization and partners
also provide wreaths to our Canadian allies for placement at the Centatoph Memorial Monument in St.
Stephen.

Ceremony participants include Civil Air Patrol (auxiliary of the United States Air Force), the Cadets Canada
(the Department of Defense), The American Gold Star Mothers, the Canadian Mothers of the Memorial
Cross and Silver Cross, and dignitaries on behalf of both nations.

The border wreath-laying event kicks off a full week of Wreaths Across America™ events around the
Country, culminating with the wreath-laying ceremonies to honor veterans at over 400 participating
locations nationwide, including 24 overseas veterans’ cemeteries.

With the help of the Civil Air Patrol we hope to expand the HART to include a border crossing in Michigan in
2010.

For more information on the HART Program please contact the Wreaths Across America™ Office at 207-483-
2039.




The Civil Air Patrol and Wreaths Across America

In December 1941, one week before the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Civil Air Patrol (CAP)

was founded by more than 150,000 citizens who wer
coastline. Under the jurisdiction of the Army Air Forces, CAP pilots flew more than 500,000 hours,

were credited with sinking two enemy submarines and rescued hundreds of crash survivors during

World War II. On July 1, 1946, President Harry Truman established CAP as a federally chartered

benevolent civilian corporation, and Congress passed Public Law 557 on May 26, 1948. CAP was

charged with three primary missions 1 aerospace education, cadet programs and emergency

services.

Currently The Civil Air Patrol, the official auxiliary of the U.S. Air Force, is a hon-profit organization
with 59,000 members nationwide. CAP, in its Air Force auxiliary role, performs 90 percent of
continental U.S. inland search and rescue missions as tasked by the Air Force Rescue
Coordination Center (AFRCC) and saves over 80 lives in an average year. Its volunteers also
perform homeland security, disaster relief and counter-drug missions at the request of federal, state
and local agencies. The members play a leading role in aerospace education and serve as mentors
to the more than 24,000 young people currently participating in CAP cadet programs. CAP has
been performing missions for America for 68 years.

The Civil Air Patrol (CAP) partnership with Wreat
and scope each year. Like the WAA, CAP honors those who have served our country and is
excited to join WAA in doing so. The CAP i s WAAD

CAP has been involved with the Arlington Project since 2002, and each year, participation has

grown by leaps and bounds. A local Maine squadron in 2002 sent a van of cadets to place wreaths

at Arlington. The next year, the same squadron invited another nearby squadron and took two

vanl oads and itédés just grown from there. What sta
traveling to Arlington has ballooned to become CA
mission of the WAA is remember, honor,te ach and t hatdés an underl ying t
provides CAP a way to do community service on a national level and gives their cadets some truly

valuable education as well as providing, through the wreaths, a fundraising source for squadrons.

For more information on CAP, please visit www.gocivilairpatrol.com.
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http://www.gocivilairpatrol.com/

After you have registered with WAA HQ you have permission to use this
logo.

“We will al ways Irlend mbaegrs. beWerwud. We will always be |
Ronald Reagan

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA™
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WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA ™HEADQUARTERS CONTACT LIST

Toll Free 877-385-9504

Wayne Merritt: Ext. 302 General questions, Arlington questions, wreath escort
Convoy questions.
wayne@wreathsacrossamerica.org

Elaine Merritt: Ext. 303 Bookkeeping questions concerning wreath
Sponsorships and remittance to groups.
elaine@wreathsacrossamerica.org

Julie Bright: Ext. 305 Questions concerning location information and signing
up to participate as a new location.
julie@wreathsacrossamerica.org

Marcy Beardsley: Ext. 304 Questions about fundraising, becoming a new group
And general WAA information questions.
Marcy@wreathsacrossamerica.org or

Newsletter, media, general and all other questions please contact:
info@wreathsacrossamerica.org

Send comments to Karen Worcester at
Karen@wreathsacrossamerica.org .

General questions can also be asked at the info@wreathsacrossamerica.org if you are not sure who you

would like to direct your question to.
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